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Christ the King Catholic School 
Presents Veteran’s Day Honors and Special Guests 

Special Event: Friday, November 10 
Salute to our CTK veterans following Mass at 8:15 am 

Welcome special guest Dr. Jay Craig, Comanche Warrior and Veteran 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Christ the King Catholic School feels blessed to celebrate our local and regional veterans to 
say thank you for their service and sacrifices given to our country and our community.  We 
will recognize all veterans attending our school mass at 8:15 am toward the end of our 
church service in our main church.  Directly following the mass, we will honor two employees 
working with the school for many years that have served our country as well. One of these 
employees served in the Navy during World War II on the island atoll of Midway.  Ralph Ruth, 
now 96 years young, continues to work in maintenance for Christ the King Catholic School & 
Church having kept an active role here for 42 years.  He has lived a vibrant and full life of 
service to our country and community.  We will present him recognition gift that will express 
the gratitude we have for his loyalty, skill, and fortitude for taking care of our community.  We 
welcome any media guests to join us for the school’s mass service and recognition of 
veterans after mass in our church.  We will also have an opportunity for media to join us to 
welcome special guest Dr. Jay Craig, Comanche Warrior.  Dr. Craig has a deep and rooted 
history in our local area from being born and raised in Little Rock, Arkansas and living in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Dr. Craig served as a Marine during the Vietnam War and has served his 
Comanche community as a Doctor of Chiropractic Medicine.  He has a rich history and a 
wonderful story to share with our students.  We will welcome in our Parish Center at 1:30 
p.m. until 2:45 p.m. He will have two presentations for students in kindergarten – sixth grade.  
The school choir will sing songs for him around 2:00 p.m. and the school will present a gift of 
recognition of his service to our country and his community.  Any media that attends Dr. 
Craig’s visit will need to check in at the school office prior to entering the school.  Please let 
us know, if you are able to attend either event.  Attached documents include more 
biographical information for Mr. Ralph Ruth and Dr. Jay Craig. 
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Ralph Ruth came into this world on March 5th, 1921, raised here in Fort Smith on 

Massard Prairie.  He met his bride-to-be, Opal, and they were soon married.  As they were 
expecting their daughter, Paula Kay, Ralph the United States Navy drafted him into World 
War II when at 19 years old.  He had boot camp in San Diego, California. After boot camp, 
he was hoping that he would be able to come home for a little while to see his new bride. Mr. 
Ralph’s family had all pitched in to get him a bus ticket home but then he found out he was 
going straight to Pearl Harbor. Mr. Ralph was so worried about Opal waiting for him at the 
bus stop in Little Rock that he snuck off his ship to find a pay phone to call her. As he re-
entered the ship, his commanding officer was standing nearby, he quickly saluted and 
walked past, as if he had done nothing wrong. He was then on his way to Pearl Harbor.  

Normally it takes three days for this voyage, but it took him much longer.  On his 
trip, many sailors on the ship contracted Scarlet Fever.  He and many others had to sleep on 
the deck in order to stay healthy and not contract the illness.  The voyage took seven days.  
Once the ship arrived in Pearl Harbor, they sent Mr. Ralph and his shipmates to a tent city 
for isolation to make sure that they did not come down with scarlet fever.  The isolation 
became a blessing in disguise when Mr. Ralph was unable to fulfill his orders and to leave on 
the USS Saratoga. A few weeks after departing Pearl Harbor, the USS Saratoga was 
torpedoed by a Japanese submarine receiving terrible damage, as well as many sailors 
being hurt and killed.  

Next Ralph received orders to move from Pearl Harbor to Midway where he served 
as a gunman and carpenter.  The U.S. naval station at Midway was built on a coral reef 
forcing the gunners to use smaller guns to protect the fragile reef.  Mr. Ralph hampered by 
the use of smaller guns had to do his best with bullets that barely reached the Japanese 
planes shooting at him. The battle of Midway was the turning point of the war in favor of the 
US.  While on this island, correspondence was very spotty, and he could not receive letters 
from loved ones. A red cross chaplain actually came to tell him when his daughter had been 
born. She was about a year old before he met her. After he completed his service at Midway, 
he went back to Pearl Harbor.  Another sickness caused him to stay on based instead of 
deploying to Guam.  

He was a carpenter first class and helped to rebuild Pearl Harbor after the 
devastating bombing. He also was in charge of the hobby shop. As sailors came to Pearl 
Harbor for leave, they often needed something to take their mind off of the war.  The soldiers 
would join him in the hobby shop, spending time working with Mr. Ralph making wooden 
frames for pictures of loved ones among other items. Following his service of 14 months in 
the US Navy, Mr. Ralph was able to return to his bride Opal. They received the blessing of a 
marriage of 74 years, a daughter, two granddaughters and three great-grandchildren. He 
became a member of the Christ the King School and Church family in August of 1975.  He 
has worked at CTK for 42 years!  The school and church community feel very blessed to 
have known, worked with, and love him for this long. 
 
Source information based on Ralph’s biographical information and military journals. 
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Dr. Jay Craig, Assistant Governor, District 6110, was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  He 
grew up, however, in North Little Rock, Arkansas. He was very active in Sports, as well as 
music.  He played drums with the likes of Conway Twitty, Chuck Berry, and B.J. 
Thomas, and also worked in Las Vegas for years as a musician, singer, and comedian. 
Jay had a distinguished career as a U.S. Marine. He was both a Reconnaissance 
Marine, and an Air Traffic Control Officer. For his action in combat in Vietnam he was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal, the Bronze Star Medal, The Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry, 
and numerous other awards. Upon his retirement, after twenty years of active service, and 
having attained the rank of Major, he was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal. 

Jay attended Parker University College of Chiropractic, and became a Doctor of 
Chiropractic in 1993. He practiced in Tulsa, prior to his retirement there. He was voted 
Tulsa’s “Best Chiropractic Physician”! 

He is a martial artist, a former boxer, and has 2,033 parachute jumps. 
He is a 32nd Degree Mason, a Shriner, and is Past Master of the Bristow Masonic Lodge. 

He is a Paul Harris Fellow, a member of the Paul Harris Society, Past President of 
the Rotary Club of Bristow, and a graduate of the Rotary District Leadership Academy. He is 
a member of the Club Visioning Team, and is a Facilitator at MAPETS. He also volunteers to 
be the RYLA Camp Doctor every year. He was selected to attend the Rotary Zone Institute in 
Cincinnati as an “emerging Leader”. 
He is very proud of his Native American heritage, and of being an official Warrior of the 
Comanche Nation. 

His interests now are golf, tennis, OU Football, his horses, Rotary Service, and his 
lovely bride of four years, Frankie. 
 
Source information from Dr. Jay Craig’s biographical information on 
http://www.rotary6170.org/district-conference-2017/ 
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